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To the House of Representatives: 


The election of Abraham Lincoln to the 
Presidency of the United States, having 
been ascertained but a few hours preceding 
the delivery of my Inaugural Address to 
the General Assembly; and the attitude 
which some of the Southern States, would, 
in consequence assume, being then in doubt 
and uncertainty. i i 
J designed only to lay down in that Ad- 
dress, as briefly as possible, my convictions, 
touching the abstract legal right of a State 
to secede from the Federal Union, coupling 
with that assertion of right, the opinion, 
that notwithstanding there was clear legal 
right, and cumulative moral wrong on the 
part of the North, to justify the exercise of 
this right.. Still, so long as there was even 
remote hope that by compromise and 
concessions, made by the Northern States; 
the Union could be preserved and held to- 
gether; that it was the duty of every pat- 
1iot in the land, every functionary of the 
Government, every: citizen, rich or poor, 
slave holder or non-slave holder, the son. 
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with the child, to labor for, and conserve . 
their course and conduct to this end. 


"The providence of nations and the desti-‏ ۔ 


nies of the world seem to will it otherwise. 

The wisest and best government that has 
ever been allotted to man, has fallen a prey 
to the madness and fanaticism of its own- 
children, for I am convinced, that the 
Union of these States, is this moment prac- 
tically severed, and gone forever. It seems ' 
to be impossible, upon casual reflection, that _ 
it can be so, and we realize it only by the * 
stern inflexibility of facts patent and pal- \ 
pable as when the mantle of death spreads 
itself upon the fair form and features of © 
some beloved one of earth preparatory to 
an eternal farewell, never, never again to 
return. 

I utter these sentiments in tones of sol- ` 
emn reverence, for I feel that I am chroni- 
cling events portentious of a gloomy future | 
for my countrymen—for the rising genera- 
tion—many of whom cluster around my - 
own fireside. ' 7 

But duty prompts me to announce to you _ 


and daughter, with the parent, the parent | what I conceive to be, ““ the state of the 
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Government" —which is, I repeat, that the 
Union of the States, may no longer be re- 
garded as an existing fact—making it im- 
peratively necessary, that Arkansas should 
girdle her loins forthe conflict, and put her 
house in order.- 

I will not stop to discuss the remote 
causes, in retrospect, that have brought 
about this state of things, but proceed to 


“look at matters as they now present them- 


selves before the country. Á 


In the States of South Carolina and 
Mississippi, the people have declared, 
through primary assemblages, a unanimous 
determination to secede from the Union. 

The Legislature of South Carolina has 
assembled, and called a -convention of the 
people, to meet on the 17th or 18th inst., 
to prepare the frame work fora separate 
and independent government. 


The Legislature of Mississippi convened 
in session, extraordinary by the Executive, 


“has announced unanimously, an unqualified 


determination to separate from the Federal 
Union. 

The sentiments expressed by the States 
of Texas, Louisiana, Florida, Georgia and 
Alabama, reiterate the same determination. 


Ts it not madness to suppose that great 


governments and people, like those referred, 


to, will degrade themselves in the eyes of 
the world, by retrograde and submissive 
action. 

But among the Southern States, Mary- 
land, Virginia, Missouri, Kentucky and 
Tennessee are disposed to be conservative. 

So is Arkansas, if 1 am advised of pub- 
lic sentiment. i 

But they and she must make a choice. 
Should Arkansas remain in the Union when 
her sisters of the South-have declared for a 
separate nationality? 


Suppose Missouri remains in the Con- 


federacy,; and Louisiana does not? of which 
is Arkansas the natural ally, with which is 
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her common interest, to whom must she 
look to in the future for common sympa- 
thy and support? Can she exist in the 
future without a brotherhood and fraternal 
feeling with the cotton growing States? 
Missonri may divest herself of slave labor 
—Arkansas nevercan. Without it, her 
fertile fields are deserts, and her people 
penniless and impoverished. Then the 
status, the destiny, the fortunes, right or 


| wrong: of the cotton States is her legacy. 


She čan have no Northern sympathies, no 
Northern affiliation, even in the Union, 
nor for the sake of it, after those having 
like climate and productions, seeking a 
common market, through a common chan- 


nel, have gone out of it. 
With the mart and channel of Southern 


commerce, in the possession and control of 
the States of Louisiana and Mississippi, 
what would be the condition of Arkansas, 
should she determine to adhere to the 
Union—as will Missouri, Kentucky and 
Maryland? ‘They may dispense with slave 
labor, and induce thereby a community of 
interest with the manufacturing and grain 
growing States of the North; we- cannot. 
Providence has dispensed other blessings 
to this latitude; and it is our salvation and 
duty to guard them. Thus presenting to 
you in a few hastily prepared passages, the 
condition of the government te my mind. 
The-enquiry is: what shall Arkansas do? 
what will you, my fellow-citizens, recently 
returned by the sovereign people as chosen 
guardians of their dearest rights do, to pre- 
serve and protect inviolate the liberty, in- 
dependence and honor of your countrymen; 
each hour evolved being fraught with im- 
portant events; the time drawing near when 
the inauguration of a hostile and fanatical 
administration will prove less auspicious to 
the free and independent action of the 
Southern States, than is now the case, 
under a President whose Southern sympa- 
thies have made him a mattyrin our cause. 
Shall we prove laggarts and listlessly sleep 
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. upon the watch tower of -our peoplé’s lib- | tobear against any and all States atte 
erties? Shall we stare fate in the face, Separation from the Gereral Government. 
trifle with sad realities, and commit our ‘Contemplating these events as I do to my 


country- to a fatuitous inánity. 

That we must, in ninetý days, seek an 
alliance, as a necessity, with a-Confederacy 
of. Southern States, is, as-plain tomy mind, 
as the sun at noon-day. To do this, it is 
necessary as every one must see, to put the 
country in a thorough state of military 
preparation. That the separation will be 


peaceful, should it occur before the inaugur- 


ation of Abraham Lincoln, is guaranteed by 
the message of President Buchanan, re- 


cently delivered to the Congress now in 


session. l 

After descanting TR the power sup- 
posed to exist in him as President of the 
United States, to usecoercive méans against 
a State seceding from the Unon, Mr. Buch- 
anan says, ‘The question fairly stated is, 
does the Constitution delegate to Congress 
the power to ) force a Stateinto submission, 
that is attempting to withdraw, or has 
actually witwdrawn from the confederacy, 
if answered in the affirmative, it must be on 
the principle that the power has been con- 
ferred upon Congress to declare and make 
war upon a State. After much serious re- 
flection, I have arrived at the conclusion that 
no such power hag been delegated to Con- 
gress, nor to any other department of the 
Federal Government.” 

No constitutional barrier, however, will 
stay the arm of Mr. Lincoln, elected and 
led on by the aggressive and vile fanaticism 
of the North, the chief embodiment of the 
‘irrepressible conflict’? doctrine, and 
staunch endorser of the “Helper Book,” 
need not be counted upon because of the 
lack of constitutional authori ity: but he may 
be impeached! Who isto doit? Will 
a black republican Congress impeach a 
black republican President? Never. But 
the power and forces of the Federal Govern- 
ment, as far as possible, we tay well cal- 
culate will be by him levied and brought 
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‘minds i it is highly important that an appro- 
priation be made at once adequate ir its 


‘amount, for arming. the militia with 
approved modern arms and ammunition to , 


be stored at convenient points along the 
north-west border of the State, and at the | 
seat of government. There are;a few hun- 


the Governor, now deposited in the United 
States Arsenal at this place, and other 
additional ones, to-which the State is enti- 
tled at the city of Washington, amounting 
in all to 1,400 of antique structure and 
doubtful capacity. 

T am not for war, but I am in favor of 


recommend to you who have authority to 
provide the means necessary for the defense 
of our citizens. Thé money in the treasury 
belongs to the people, and they ought to be 
permitted to use it for the protection of 
their property ' and the security of their 
wives and children. Our western border is 
in imminent peril now, from the incurcions 
of Montgomery, a freebooter sent down by ` 
the people of the northern States with com- 


„| mon designs against Missouri, Arkansas and 


Texas. The protection afforded by the 
Federal Government, even in the Union, is 
contemptibly spurned by any bandit who 
sees proper toinvade us. Imagine the con- 
dition of our border people then, when we 
strike for our liberties and declare for sepa- 
rate nationality. Immediate legislative 


action calling a Convention is earnesty re- 


of the people may define her position at as 
early a period as possible; other States of 


common fortune, being far in advance of 
Arkansas in this important movement. 


a crisis. 


dred stands of arms subject to the order of ` 


preparing fof war in times’ of peace, and 


the South with whom we must share a * 


Party prejudices and’ recriminations ought , 
to be buriéd and forgotten in so momentous - 
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commended, that the State by the authority _ 


Let the people "speak through their dele- 
gates, fix the destiny of the Pound all 
will unite in the verdict. If there are any 
among us who are deaf to the. admonition 
of plain facts and reason, false to the honor; 
glory, and.independence of their State 
which is their rightful sovereign, let them 
-speak also that we may know ourselves. 
To prevent the migration from other States 
having anti-slavery tendencies, Iadvise the 
passage of a law prohibiting the importa- 
tion of negroes into Arkansas from any 
source -whatever, unless accompanied by 
their owners, who shall settle and become 
nant citizens of the country. The 
‘object of which is to compel the border 
States to take care and protect their own 
slave property, and ultimately to look to 
the cotton growing States as confederates 
and allies, having like institutions and com- 
mon interests. 

Such a law need have only temporary 
application to be repealed or modified in 
future, as circumstances require. When 
Missouri abolishes slavery, Arkansas be- 
comes a border State; she is likely to do 
this before a great while, unless inhibited 
by such a, statute as this united in by all 
the cotton growing States. The Indian 
nations on our western border will do the 
same thing, unless their freesoil proclivi- 
ties are forestalled by such statutory enact- 
ments. ۱ 


Pa 


The revenue in the treasury at the com- 
.mencement of the present session of the 
General Assembly amounted to $304,000 
00. After paying, the expenses of your 
body for the present, term there will remain, 
say $250,000; on the 15th of May next, 
this amount will be augmented by paying 
into the State revenue fur the present year, 
say $215,000; for the purpose of defense 
$75,000 might well be appropriated, and 
leave an ample fund in the Treasury for all 

future contingencies. 


As a peace measure, I recommended in. 


my address delivered to you, a reduction of 
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„well perhaps that the present rate be pre- | 


„the country. 


‘hereafter by the assembling’ of the State | í 


they have despoiled us of thousands; let us 
‘pay them the last farthing. 


< 


the State Tax from 1-6 to- 1-8 of.'one 8 | 
cent. In the present aspect of affairs, itis | 


served until peace and quiet be 0 to JE 


It is recommended farther for your a T 
sideration, that no appropriations be made $ 
of money at present for any but the neces- $ 
sary and legitimate expenses of the Govern- $ 
ment. — , ; 
` The election of a Senator for the United | | 
States Congress, who can only take his seat E 
after the 4th March next, necessarily under | a 
the administration of Mr. Lincoln, and $ 
whom the people in Convention might see $ 
proper to recall, would seem to be of ques- $ 
tionable propriety; and calculated to fore- SE 
stall public sentiment, to be expressed $ 


Convention. Pos 

The opinion is entertained by many that $ 
thee exigencies of the country i in anticipation a 
of coming events, renders it necessary that $ 
a law should be passed, suspending the $ 
collection of debts. * The reasons urged in $ 
support of this measure, are particularly | a 
referable to amounts due by our citizens to $ 
those of the freesoil States, and is justified j Fi 
by its advocates with some plausibility, as § 
retaliatory for the wrongs done us by the | 
northern people, in kidnapping and harbor- 
ing-our slave property. 

Let our’ escutcheon be preserved in the 3 
future as it has been in the past, though | 


They have § 
proved adepts in dishonor; let us prove ad- | 
herents to principle. Our people, as a f 
community, are free from local or foreign § 
debt, and are abundantly able'and willing | 
to meet their obligations; and if they were $ 
not, postponement by stay laws would never b 
pay them out; interests, costs, and the con- E 
sequent increased embarrassment of the § 
country, followed by an enormous deprecia- 
tion of property, would leave them wors 


Rp 


3 yog | l 
off when pay day came, than they were M fluence to every department: and ramification 3 
first. _ | of business. When a man makes a contract, + 


; 
Twenty years since, a یھ‎ similar to | let hi fulfill it, do not support him in its k 
the one now proposed was enacted. It par- | defalcation. 


alized the individual and aggrgate energies 8 . HENRY M. RECTOR.: < 
of the people, and extended its baneful in- ۱ E 
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